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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PORG ILO 

SUBJECT: GOI POSSIBLE US WITHDRAWAL ILO 

REF: NEW DELHI 11480 

1 . DURING THE CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT WITH THE 
FOREIGN SECRETARY ON AUGUST 18, AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED HIS 
SURPRISE AT THE GOI APPROACH (REFTEL) TO THE US THAT THE US 
NOT WITHDRAW FROM THE ILO. THE AMBASSADOR RECALLED THAT 
WE HAD SOUGHT GOI ASSISTANCE IN MAY WHEN WE NEEDED IT AND 
HAD BEEN DISAPPOINTED AT THE POSITIONS THE GOI HAD TAKEN 
AT THE GENEVA MEETINGS. NONETHELESS, THE AMBASSADOR 
SAID IF THE GOI HAD ANY IDEAS BY WHICH THE FUNCTIONING OF 
THE ILO COULD BE IMPROVED WE WOULD BE GLAD TO HEAR THEM. 

2. THE FOREIGN SECRETARY REPLIED THAT IT WAS INDIA'S 
DESIRE THAT ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS ILO NOT POLITICIZED 

BUT GIVEN THE ARAB-ISRAELIS ISSUES INVOLVED THE GOI CONSIDERED 
THE POLITICAL SITUATION WAS SUCH THAT IT SHOULD NOT 
ATTEMPT TO EXERCISE ITS INFLUENCE IN THIS CASE. THE 
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AMBASSADOR REMARKED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THIS SITUATION BUT 
THOUGHT THAT ON NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES INDIA SHOULD EXERCISE 
CONSTRUCTIVE LEADERSHIP. MEHTA INDICATED THAT THE 
BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER HAD INFORMED THEM OF THE UK 
INITIATIVE PROPOSED TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND SUGGESTED 
THAT WE WAIT AND SEE WHAT COULD BE DONE ALONG THOSE 
LINES. 
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